
Birds

Beginings
On 8 August 1879 Huddersfield Corporation accepted an offer 
of 20 acres of woodland known as Dungeon Wood and four 
fields from the wealthy landowner Henry Frederick Beaumont.  
A special Park Committee was formed which resolved to 
call the park ‘Beaumont Park’. The first sod was cut on 29 
May1880.  Construction of the Wessenden reservoirs had just 
been completed and the workmen were drafted in to build the 
Park.  All gravel and stone used in construction (except the 
park-keepers house) came from the Park. 

The boundaries were Butternab Lane, the Lancashire & 
Yorkshire railway and a new road – Beaumont Park Road 
constructed with stone archways where the land had a natural 
cleft.  A fountain and waterfall (using Huddersfield tap water) 
made this a stunning feature.

In September 1880 Coventry Art Metal Company was 
commissioned to supply metal railings along the top of the Park 
at a cost of £2,487. 

In November 1880 designs 
for the Park Keeper’s Lodge 
were rejected as being too 
grand (not too grand however 
for Greenhead Park where it 
was finally built to this design)  
A new  design was approved 
and the Lodge built at a cost 
of £300.

The Boating Lake was 
excavated to a depth of 2½ 
feet and built with a bridge 
to an island.  The lake was 
partially filled in in 1957 and 
one end was left as a paddling 
pool – this was filled in and 
grassed over in 1988. A pavilion 
with two cloakrooms and 
covered seating area was built 
overlooking the lake.  This was demolished in 1998.

The Bandstand had a stone 
base, pine wood superstructure 
and a green slate roof.  The 
upper portions of the wood 
structure were filled in with 
coloured lead lights and on the 
roof apex a finial indicating the 
compass points.

The Park was opened by HRH Prince Leopold, Duke of Albany, 
Queen Victoria’s youngest son and his wife, Princess Helene, 
Duchess of Albany.  The Council had allocated £1,000 (roughly 
£72,000 today) for the event.  

The royal couple arrived at Huddersfield railway station and 
visited the Fine Arts & Industrial exhibition at the recently 
completed Technical School before lunching at the Town Hall. 

A procession, a mile and a half long, consisting of wagons, 
floats and private carriages set off from there to Beaumont 
Park passing through streets 
decked out with streamers, 
flags and bunting with a 
triumphal arch in Buxton Road 
in the style of a Norman castle. 
Eventually reaching the park a 
little delayed, the Duke opened 
the gates with a gold key and 
declared the park officially open.  

The Duchess planted a sycamore tree which can still be seen 
today to the south of the lake area.

By the time of the opening the Park was only completed 
from Butternab Road to The 
Lodge gates.  Work carried on 
to complete the Park with the 
building of the magnificent lower 
gateway in July 1884 at a cost 
of £275.  This gave access from 
the steam tramway which ran 
on a purpose-built track from 
Lockwood.

Also in July 1884 £800 was put 
aside to build ‘The Castle’, a 
building providing refreshment 
rooms, a dance floor and living 
accommodation.  The Final cost 
was £2165.  The castle was 
demolished in 1964.

The Huddersfield Naturalist 
Society asked for part of the park to be given over to aquatic 
and other plants.  No trace remains today of the Botanical 
Gardens but maybe the society developed the area around the 
cascades near the original ‘castle’.

The grounds were laid out by Mr George Renshaw of Linthwaite 
(under orders from Mr R S Dugdale, Borough Engineer and 
Surveyor). The first Head Gardener, Mr Andrew Patterson 
received 25 shillings (£1.25) a week – house and rates free.

150 men were working in the Park in the weeks leading up to 
the opening at a total wage bill of £150.

To read more visit our website:
www.fobp.co.uk

and go to the History and Heritage Pages.

150 men were working in the Park in the weeks leading 
up to the opening at a total wage bill of £150.

100 benches were bought at £1.00 each.

In 1914 a ham and egg tea cost 1/- (5p) in the Castle.

In 1930 the Pavilion shop sold ice cream for 2d, 
chocolate for 1d and 20 cigarettes for 6d (2½ p).



Contact the Friends of Beaumont Park at 
The Depot in Beaumont Park, Huddersfield, HD4 7AY. 

Tel: 01484 645 217      Email: friends@fobp.co.uk
www.fobp.co.uk

Friends of Beaumont Park

Achievements so far...

1999 Grade 2 listing for the park in the register of the 
Parks and Gardens of Special Historic interest.

2000 Unearthing and repair of the Bandstand.

2003 Visitor centre and Friends Office opened by Sir 
John Harman, then chairman  of the Environmental 
Agency.

2005 Funding obtained from Heritage Lottery Fund 
to provide signage and promote the park through 
publicity, production of leaflets and designing a new 
website.

2007 Restoration of the Fountain and Cascade along 
the main promenade thanks to funding from Kirklees 
Council with a contribution of £10,880 from the 
Friends.

2008 Kirklees Council was able to repair and restore 
the Lower Gateway with money from the Aggregates 
Levy Sustainability Fund administered by English 
Heritage on behalf of Defra.  The Friends cleared 
overgrown vegetation from the ‘Castle’ area leading 
down to the gates during the winter and organised the 
opening ceremony by The Mayor of Kirklees, Cllr Jean 
Calvert on 27 April 2008.

The Friends organise a Gala Day, Heritage Day and events 
throughout the year.

We are a voluntary group formed in 
September 1998 actively working 
with Kirklees Council to regenerate 
the park and restore it to its former 
glory.

           Parks are necessary for large and populous towns to 
increase the happiness and promote good health and 
elevate the minds of the people. Henry.F.Beaumont.
“ “

Born in Scarborough 10th 
March 1833, educated at Eton 
and Trinity College, Cambridge 
where he graduated in 1852. He 
then studied practical farming 
in the Lothians in 1855-6.  He 
married Maria Joanna Garforth 
on 1st September 1857 and 
they produced eight daughters 
and two sons.

29 May 1880 saw the cutting of the first sod with a silver spade 
by Mrs Beaumont - a big occasion with a procession from the 
Town Hall to the Park . The sod was ceremonially presented to 
the Mayor of Huddersfield, Alderman Walker by Henry Frederick 
who declared, as part of his speech:

Henry Frederick Beaumont
D.Litt.,J.P., M.P. 
1883 – 1913

A Brief History of 
Beaumont Park 

Huddersfield’s Oldest Park


