
Welcome To Beaumont Park’s

The remains of  the Meltham Branch Line of  the 

Lancashire and Yorkshire Railway run through the 

lower part of  Beaumont Park. Following the trail 

will give you some idea of  the construction of  the 

line and what challenges this presented for the 

builders of  the time.

Please take care as some of  the trail is steep, uneven 

and, at times, muddy. This trail is not recommended 

for those with pushchairs or wheelchair users.

To start the Railway Trail, 

make your way from the 

visitors centre, down to point 

number 1 on the map by 

following the Woodland Trail.
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This is one of the deep cuttings of the 
old railway.This cutting led to the 
Butternab Tunnel, one of three tunnels 
between here and Meltham.

FOLLOWING THE LINE OF THE OLD 
RAILWAY, WALK AHEAD THROUGH THE 
CUTTING...

At the end of the path there is the site 
of the Meltham Junction, the first stop 
of the railway on its way to Meltham. 
Nothing much remains today. 

There is a good view of the viaduct – one 
of the largest in the country – part of 
the Penistone line to Sheffield and 
London. 

The embankment here is wide. In the 
days of the railway there was a siding 
here which was used to keep empty 
carriages.

THERE IS A SIGNPOST OFF TO THE 
LEFT AS YOU WALK ALONG THE 
WOODLAND TRAIL. THIS IS THE START 
OF THE RAILWAY TRAIL.
 
Opened in 1868, in its day, the Meltham 
branch of the Lancashire and Yorkshire 
Railway was by no means a long line – 
less than four miles -  but it boasted 
the shortest tunnel, the deepest cutting 
and a short-lived station. It was also one 
of the most attractive lines in the area. 
Much of this was associated with what 
was to be Beaumont Park, which opened 
in 1883.

THE PATH LEADS DOWN A STEEP 
TRACK... TAKE CARE!

This is the edge of Dungeon Wood. The 
building on the right through the trees 
is Woodfield House. This house was 
owned, at the time of construction, by 
Bentley Shaw, a local brewer at the 
Lockwood brewery. 

He was concerned that the building of 
the railway might lead to damage to his 
home. He had voiced strong concerns 
during the planning of the line. Those 
who supported the line passed a 
resolution “that no ale, beer or porter 
brewed by Bentley and Shaw be bought 
until such time as the trains run to 
Meltham”

Time proved Bentley Shaw‛s worries to 
be well founded. There were several 
occasions in the Beaumont Park area, 
where there were rock falls and land 
slips which threatened local property.  

In one such incident the bar house and a 
line of cottages were threatened and 
later had to be demolished.  If you look 
past the house you can see a large area 
of flat land alongside the River Holme. 
This was where much of the earth and 
rock that slipped came to rest, the river 
had to be cleared to prevent flooding.

There are signs of stone and brick work 
which were part of the buildings used by 
the railway.

FOLLOWING THE TRACK OF THE OLD 
RAILWAY…

Butternab Tunnel

This is the site of Woodfield Station, 
surely the shortest lived of any train 
stop. 

Originally it was going to be called 
Dungeon Wood, but by the time that it 
opened on June 1st 1874 it had been 
renamed Woodfield Station. 

It was opened to placate residents of 
the area and workers at Dungeon Wood 
Mills. Many were surprised at this new 
development – “receipts could hardly 
have been more than a shilling per day” 
The station and its gas lit platform were 
short-lived – it closed on June 30th.

Woodfield Station

The railway line passed close to the 
castellated entrance to Beaumont Park 
crossing a wide footpath from 
Huddersfield. The bridge was built by 
Richard Armitage and co in 1868.

From here you can walk up through the 
park and back to the Visitor Centre or 
you can continue walking along the line 
of the railway track…

Richard Armitage

These are the 196 steps which lead up 
from the railway line. These were built 
for the workers who lived in Crosland 
Moor and worked in the local mills 
around Armitage Bridge. 

At the bottom of the steps there are 
the remains of the fence that lined the 
local footpath for the workers. Climbing 
the steps, it is possible to imagine what 
it would have been like to climb them 
after a long shift in the noisy mills day 
after day!

WALK ON FOR 800M TO THE VIADUCT...

Step-By-Step

Meltham Junction

WALKING BACK ALONG THE PATH… 

It is possible to see evidence of the old 
line - lime stone chippings. The local 
sandstone & mudstone were too soft to 
be a solid base on which to lay the track. 

The builders of the railway had to bring 
many tons of limestone chippings to 
provide a suitable solid base for the 
railway line.

RETRACE YOUR STEPS TO POINT 9 AT 
THE LOWER GATE WALK AND LEAVE THE 
RAILWAY TRACK BY FOLLOWING THE 
STEPS AWAY FROM THE LOWER GATE 
ON THE RIGHT HAND SIDE CLIMBING 
TO THE LOWER POOL.

WALK ALONG THE PATH TO THE 
VISITOR CENTRE AND TAKE THE 
SECOND LEFT HAND PATH FROM WHERE 
THERE ARE ACCESS VIEWPOINTS WHICH 
HAVE RECENTLY BEEN CLEARED OF 
VEGETATION TO GIVE GOOD VIEWS OF 
THE PARK AND THE HOLME VALLEY.

CLIMB UP TO THE MAIN PATH AND 
CONTINUE TO THE VISITOR CENTRE 
AND MAIN PARK ENTRANCE. 

End Of The Line

From this point it is possible to 
appreciate how much work had to be 
completed to build the retaining walls.

Over time, nature has had a destructive 
effect. There are several good examples 
along this stretch of where trees have 
taken root and lifted the large capping 
stones.

Reclaimed By Nature

This is the highest section of the 
retaining wall on one side of the line. 
The high side of the cutting is 175 feet 
high. The retaining wall is 102 feet long 
and 60 feet high with foundations 10 
feet below ground level. The walls are 14 
feet thick at the base and 4 feet wide 
at the top.

Highs & Lows

All Aboard Slips & Slides

Rail Ruins

It is clear from this section of the 
Railway Trail, that the navvies had to 
remove thousands of tons of rock and 
earth in order that the track could be 
laid.

There was relatively little machinery to 
help the builders. They had to rely on 
blasting rock and on manpower to dig 
the cutting and move the earth. By July 
10th 1867 Barnes and Beckett the 
construction company responsible for 
building the line had been paid £79,540 
– an overspend of over £16,000 against 
the original tender.

Even so in September there was still 
20000 cubic yards of rock yet to be 
moved. Making this even harder was the 
fact that there were several rock falls 
and land slips after the line was first 
opened!  

Earthmovers


