
Jottings From The Chair 
 

This is my second Chairman’s Notes, the first one coming at the end of a particularly long and 
cold winter. So it is something of a contrast to say that this second bout comes after a particularly 
hot and dry summer. We have had a record number of weddings, all in fine weather and  
successful, and many thanks go to FoBP’s Wedding Coordinator Liz Farmer and her family, and 
all the other volunteers who helped out on these special days. I’ve noticed a couple of wedding  
“pre-shoots” in the park too, which is nice to see. Early on we had the boys marching bands, and 
then an entirely different band in the form of J B Goode, along with the Wheels in the Park event 
on the same day. This was a formula we tried last year and it worked, so we repeated it this year, 
and next year too I hope. Natures Footprints has put on a number of forest schools in the park 
over the summer holidays too, which FoBP has supported. 
The main event of the year was FoBP’s Gala Day on the 29th July, for which many people had 
put in significant amounts of work, but none more so than Dave and Julie, who worked tirelessly 
to make the great day happen. We had craft stalls, fairground rides, a dog show, donkey rides…
and rain. Lots of it, the first rain in over two months. The weather had played a cruel trick, and 
nothing could be done but make the best of it, which is exactly what we did. It faired up in the 
afternoon and everyone had a great time, but it’s inevitable that Dave and Julie and everyone 
who had worked so hard were left wondering what might have been. The dog show was moved 

successfully to August bank holiday, where it may well stay. 
Before I finish with Gala Day, I should say that we formally 
opened the Cascade by inviting David Burdsey on behalf of 
the Burdsey family, who donated funds for its restoration, to 
unveil a plaque. The hot weather has meant managing the 
cascade has been tricky due to evaporation, and so it’s not 
looked at its best over the summer.  

Turning to projects, John Stevenson and his team have face-lifted the bandstand area with new 
tops to the wood palisades and restored benches, and finished the classroom area including the 
kitchen and toilet. I had hoped to be able to report that the bottom paths restoration has been 
completed, but due to a number of delays this is not so, and with winter approaching we are 
making every effort to complete this as soon as possible, although currently it is out of our hands. 
We have committed significant funds to a new insulated roof on the Visitors Centre as the old 
one is patched, leaky and cold, and install a new water fountain on the site of the original. The 
commitment to the Visitors Centre is regarded by the Trustees as being sensible, as the centre is 
the heart of the Friends activities, is a great community space which is very well used, and is a 
source of income to help fund park activities and projects. This brings me to an important 
point, more of a plea if I’m honest. We desperately need volunteers to help staff the  
Visitors Centre on Sundays and Wednesdays, and events too if you are able. I promise that 
we will only take what you can give, time-wise, and you won’t get “sucked in” to the machine, as 
so often happens when volunteering. But I am serious: to have an active park takes people, and 
we need your help, if you are able to give it. Please get in touch with any of the trustees if you 
would like to find out more. My details are are at the end of this article.  
The dry conditions early on presented a challenge for Kirklees Head 
Gardener John Mason and his small team. It is ironic that the Friends 
have donated money for new planting this year, and new plants need 
water, which has been a struggle for John as there are very few taps 
around the park. Nevertheless the park’s borders have looked  
splendid, and at least John hasn’t had to cut the lawns very often. 
Once again the park won the coveted Green Flag Award for raising the 
standard of green parks and spaces, so well done John and team. John and Julie went to the 
awards ceremony in Dewsbury to receive it. You can now have your say, and vote for Beaumont 
Park as your favourite Green Flag park. (www.greenflagaward.org.uk/news/peoples-choice/) 
To everyone who is involved in the park, or visits it, and who loves it as much as we do, thank you 
on behalf of the Trustees for making it such a great place. And if I don’t see you at the AGM,  
Happy Christmas and a prosperous and healthy New Year. Seems strange, saying that, in  
holiday sunshine… Nevil. (nevil.hall@totalise.co.uk)  07711861662  

Wedding Celebrations 
 

This year has been a great year for  

weddings in the Park. The weather was 

kind to all our couples & thanks to John & 

his team the bandstand was the perfect 

backdrop for the photographs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

It’s wonderful how diverse the weddings 

are in the Park- ranging from intimate  

gatherings of 30 guests all seated on the 

Bandstand to over 130 guests scattered 

around to get the best viewing point. 

That’s the beauty of having a wedding in  

Beaumont Park, there is no limit to the 

number of people that can attend, plus the 

passers-by, treated to an unexpected  

experience stop to watch & help make it a 

truly special occasion. At the last wedding 

of this year, in August, guests commented 

to the Bride & Groom “We felt like we 

were at a Royal Wedding!” 
  

I’d like to say a big thank you to everyone 

that helps me make the day run smoothly 

& professionally, especially to Colin & Vix  

Partington. Also, to the newlyweds whom, 

by holding their wedding in the Park,  

provide valuable funds to the Friends. 

 

Liz Farmer, FoBP Wedding Coordinator 

GDPR Update 
 

Many thanks to all those  

members who have re-

turned their consent forms allowing 

FOBP to hold their data. If you have not 

already done so, please get in touch 

either at the Visitor Centre or by emailing  

communitydevelopment@fobp.co.uk 

so that we can make sure that you have 

a form. If a consent form is not received, 

by law, we will have to delete your data 

and terminate your membership! 

http://www.greenflagaward.org.uk/news/peoples-choice/


John’s Journal 
 

I think everyone's spirits were raised by the long hot Summer, so I don't want to get 
too carried away with the huge increase in visitor numbers to the Park. Many of these 

are families with small children, and that is great to see. I hope to see them all  
continuing to visit us but, no doubt, the weather will have something to say about that. 

I hope, too, that there will soon be a long overdue upgrade of the play equipment.  
The dry Summer was not so good for the plants and shrubs and we spent weeks  

frantically watering. Just what the long term effect will be remains to be seen. Despite 
these difficulties, though, the Park retained it's Green Flag and I wish to thank  

everyone for their continued efforts and support. 
 

Occasionally there are difficulties, such as the recent 
damage to trees, and the plant thefts, but this has to be 
put into perspective. There is a very strong community 
feel about Beaumont Park these days, and I feel very 
proud to be a part of it.  
 
If anyone does see anything untoward however, or feels 
unsafe in the Park at anytime, please make a note of my 
telephone number. Better still, put it in your phone  
contacts. I can't always be there, but I will always try to 
help.   
John Mason 07976194113.  

Developing Play Opportunities 
 

It has been a long time since we reported on where 

we have got to with developing play opportunities in 

the park. It has gone quiet but there is still  

progress…. 

Following the March report which set out what you 

said was good about the park and what would  

improve the facilities, we have been talking with the 

Council parks team. In summary we said we were 

looking for ideas and design possibilities that  

reflected the report. The Friends of Beaumont Park 

Management Committee set out their hopes: 
 

•The natural “feel” of the park should be retained.   

•Development is likely, in the main, to be around 

the present play area sites and in the area of what 

was the paddling pool (around Monkey Island). 

•Provision needs to meet the needs of all age 

groups. This will require attention notably for how  

provision for teenage, young people and adults can 

be extended as well as upgrading the provision for 

younger age groups. 

•Provision and access for those with disabilities 

needs to be improved significantly. 
 

The Council have agreed with these as hopes for 

the future. The landscape architects team has been  

developing ideas and possibilities over the past few 

weeks. In early September we are due to meet with 

them to discuss their thoughts. When we have 

these ideas and plans we’ll share these with people 

from the local community and will let you know how 

you can see these. 

Monthly Activities 

Tuesday Saturday Sunday 

Social History Group 
10.30am - 12pm 

1st Tuesday in the month 
September – June 
£3 per month to cover 
speaker, tea & biscuits. 
Call Anne for info: 
07813434057 

Woodlanders Volunteers WANTED 
working on cutting back and maintaining the park. For details 
about the work and meeting dates contact Darren on  
darren@fobp.co.uk  or phone 07801431837 
 

Photography Group    10.30am – 12 pm 
2nd Saturday in the month. Plus ‘Photo shoot’ 4th Saturday 
each month. £3 per session.  
Contact David: 07849253182 davidlowe50@sky.com 

Bacon Butty Day 
9am-4pm (3.30pm Nov-Mar) 
Various dates- check  
Facebook/  
visitor centre  
for most  
up-to-date  
information. 

Have you got a new camera and are not 

too sure how it works? Are you  

interested in getting better at taking  

pictures? Do you like meeting fellow 

photographers? Going out taking  

photos? Perhaps you have enjoyed 

coming to our annual exhibition in the 

Visitor Centre or seen some of our  

photos on the wall. 
 

Amongst our members, we have people 

who are just starting out with their  

photography and those who have many 

years of experience. No matter what 

your level, the Beaumont Park  

Photography Group might be the one for 

you. See monthly events section for 

dates and times. 
 

The main thing we share is an  

enthusiasm for taking photos – it’s not a 

question of what camera you’ve got but 

what you do with it! If you’ve got a  

question about your camera or want to 

know what to do to improve your photos 

then why not come along and meet us? 

If you would like to know more about the 

group or get a programme of what we 

are doing this year then please get in 

touch at photogroup@fobp.co.uk. 

  

We look forward to hearing from you– 

you will be very welcome.  
 

David Lowe (Chair) 

Interested in Photography? 



Generally, most of what we raise for the 
park is due to volunteers helping us. Could 
you offer any help? We are always looking 

for people to bake cakes once a month, 
make soup, help out behind the counter in 

the visitor centre, support with events. 
 

These things don’t take all of your time, 
they don’t have to be weekly! and we 
promise you you’ll have a great time  
helping us and making new friends. 

 

Lynne has been volunteering her time for 
many years: 

‘I was a very shy person until I started 
helping in the visitor centre, not only 
have I enjoyed working here I have 

made so many friends over the years’ 
 

If you can offer any help please contact us 
on: events@fobp.co.uk 
Facebook via messages,  
nevil.hall@totalise.co.uk  07711861662  

Summer Of Fun: This summer has been a great one for all our outside events, except for Yorkshire Gala Day. Undeterred by the rain, 

we went ahead with the stalls that arrived.  The weather improved in the afternoon and many 

people came and joined in the fun.  The National Play Day, is in its third year. It was a fantastic 

success, with hundreds of children and adults in attendance. Our Sunday afternoon bands 

have enjoyed many visitors and lovely weather.  We also celebrated World Music Day on a 

Thursday in May for the first time.  We had a variety of artists perform and it was a great  

success. Overall, we have seen record numbers of visitors attending our events, lots of great 

music, exhibitions and children's activities. These events are put on by our team of volunteers, 

who work tirelessly behind the scenes to make all of them run smoothly. We have events  

already booked for 2019 with some favourites repeated from last year, but we do hope to introduce new Bands and activities. Many thanks 

to all our wonderful volunteers from the cake bakers to those who tow the catering van with many activities in between. 

Weekly Activities 

Monday Wednesday Friday Sunday Tuesday 

Gardeners 10am – 12 
Meet at the depot near the  
Visitor Centre. Light   
gardening. Everyone welcome.  
01484 645217 
  

 

Move More Often  2pm 
£2.50 Gentle exercise and      
refreshments for over 55s 
Call Pat: 07775601819 
  

Wargames Group 6.30pm 
£2.50 come and try.  
1st 2 weeks free!  
for details call:  
07815 448600 
 

kirkleeswargamesclub.blogspot.com     

Walkers 10.30am 
Meet by the main 
gate for a 5 mile 
walk. Soup,  
sandwich and a hot 
drink available  
afterwards(£4) 
2nd Wednesday in 
each month walk  
Away (summer only) 

see www.fobp.co.uk 
 

Visitor centre open 
for Refreshments 

12pm-4pm 
(3.30pm Nov-Mar) 

Pilates in the park  
9.45/ 10.50/ 11.55 

(Trained physiotherapist) £7 
Contact Fran: 01484361049 
fran.whitworth5@gmail.com 
 

Health Walkers 2pm 
£1.30 Short steady walks 
around the park.  
Refreshments and chat  
afterwards. Everyone  
welcome.  
Call Pat: 07775601819 
  

Sing and Smile 7– 9pm 
£4. First session FREE 
Pop, gospel, folk etc. No audi-
tions or need to read music. 
Call Jaynie: 07985420505 

Visitor centre 
open for  

refreshments 
12pm-4pm 

(3.30pm Nov-
Mar) 

Park Ukuleles 
2-4.30pm 

Hours lesson 
followed by a 
cuppa and a 
relaxing  
session for 
over 55’s. Call 
Mary:  
01484 301411 

For the Children: Well it’s been an eventful Summer for Nature’s Footprints and the 

Friends with a number of partnership events running throughout the holiday. Forest School 

has been in ‘full swing’ with sessions for 4-8 year olds, 8-12 year olds and for our teens and 

young people. Two National Citizenship Service (NCS) groups have also joined Nature’s  

Footprints to help support our younger children and develop links in the community. It’s been a 

real privilege watching individuals and groups learn and develop new skills, form new  

friendships and discover the many benefits of being outside! And we had the big Brucie  

Bonus of plenty of sunshine too!!!!! Many an hour has been spent on knotty play with rope 

swings, rope bridges, ladders and hammocks being constructed along with the usual dens and 

shelters and more intricate knots learnt and applied when Nordic knitting and survival bracelet 

making. And the summer game of the season...’The Floor is Lava’ A series of crafternoons 

based on flowers, invertebrates and rope and string have been well attended with some  

incredible creations made and treasured. Bubble wands, mobiles, spider crafts, parachord 

peeps, floral delights and God’s eyes amongst but a few to mention… Play Day also featured 

highly with a fantastic turn out from our local area and beyond. Families, friends, old and 

young alike all came together to engage in a day of natural play and wildlife discovery. Pond  

dipping, learning about invertebrates, meeting some owls along with forest school fun, nature 

crafts, picnicking, dressing up, sports, fun run and more….. there was definitely plenty to keep 

everyone happy. We have worked hard to make all our children and family events as  

accessible as possible and we hope to continue to do so in the future.  



What’s on? 
(Events can be subject to change after printing!! – see www.fobp.co.uk or Facebook for the most up to date details) 

 Date Time Event 

O
ctob

e
r 

Sun 7th 9.00-4.00 Bacon Butty Day– Visitor Centre 

 Sat 20th 7pm Race Night in the Visitor Centre includes a horse and 2 course Supper 

N
ove

m
b
e
r 

Thu 1st 1.00-4.00 Crafternoon– family fun activities in the Visitor Centre.  
Resources included in cost 

Sun 4th 9.00-3.30 Bacon Butty Day– Visitor Centre 

Sat 10th 11.00-3.00 Christmas Fayre in the Visitor Centre 

Sat 17th 7pm 
Quiz Night with Norman- in Visitor Centre. Tickets include pie and 
peas supper 

D
e
ce

m
b
e
r 

Sun 9th 1.30-4.00 

Santa Procession leaving main gates at 2pm 

Carols & Brass Band on the Bandstand 

Mulled Wine, Mince Pies, Hot Turkey Sandwiches at the Bandstand. 
Visitor Centre open from 12 for refreshments 

Wed 
12th  7.30pm 

AGM– all Friends of Beaumont Park members  
welcome in the visitor centre 

Sat 15th 12.30-3.00 
Ladies who lunch Christmas Special- Visitor Centre. Come and join us, 
make friends and enjoy a lunch together. Tickets include 3 course meal 

J
a
nua

ry 

Thu 3rd  1.00-4.00 Crafternoon– family fun activities in the Visitor Centre.  
Resources included in cost 

Sun 6th 9.00-3.30 Bacon Butty Day- Visitor Centre 

Sat 26th 7pm Burns Night supper in the Visitor Centre- tickets include meal 

F
e
b
rua

ry 
Sun 3rd 9.00-3.30 Bacon Butty Day- Visitor Centre 

Sat 9th 7pm Quiz Night- Visitor Centre tickets will include quiz and meal 

Thu 23rd 1.00-4.00 Crafternoon– family fun activities in the Visitor Centre.  
Resources included in cost 

M
a
rch 

Sun 3rd 9.00-3.30 Bacon Butty Day- Visitor Centre 

Sat 23rd 7pm Yorkshire Night. Including Food 

A
pril 

Sat 20th 7pm 
Kathy Ryan Sings- Visitor Centre- tickets include meal and  
entertainment 

Sun 21st  
Easter Family Fun– Bacon butty day from 9am, Park and  
Visitor Centre 1-4. Free activities. 

Thu 25th 1.00-4.00 Crafternoon– family fun activities in the Visitor Centre.  
Resources included in cost 

Our new website is live! 

At long last you can find our new website at www.fobp.co.uk   We aim to make it easier for you to find the  

information you need. Please scroll down to the end of each page to see all the information available. We are about  

to populate the calendar with the latest exciting events so that you can get them in your diaries.  

There are also links to our FaceBook page and Twitter feed which we use extensively.  

'FOBP funded Forest School sessions will be announced later' 


